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Section 18-42. - Lighting.

Intent. The purpose of this section is the regulation of lighting to reduce or prevent light pollution to

maximize the preservation of the agricultural and rural heritage of the Village. The intention of regulating

lighting is to reduce or prevent glare, light trespass, conserve energy and promote safety and security, and

to adopt the applicable requirements of the New Mexico "Night Sky Protection Act" NMSA 1978, Section

74-12-1 et seq. The illustrations contained in this section are intended to help the public understand

acceptable and unacceptable lighting in the Village of Corrales.

Applicability.

All non-conforming fixtures installed prior to and operable on the effective date of this section shall be

removed or converted to a conforming fixture when the existing non-conforming fixture is inoperable

or un-repairable. The Village may require a non-conforming use to be corrected to the standards

specified in this section if the Village determines that the non-conforming use is creating a nuisance

glare or disabling glare as defined in Section 18-29(b).

All existing lighting fixtures owned and maintained by any public utility company within the Village are

required to be removed or comply with this section consistent with provision in the "Night Sky

Protection Act," NMSA 1978, Section 74-12-9 within 12 months from the enactment of this section.

All new installations and modification to existing non-conforming fixtures shall comply with this

section.

Compliance with this section shall be administered and enforced by the Village of Corrales Planning

and Zoning Administrator or designated Village personnel.

In the event of a conflict with any other section of this section, the more stringent requirement shall

apply.

Interior lighting shall not be allowed to create any disabling glare or nuisance light trespass.

Exemptions. The following are exempt from the provisions of this section:

Traffic control signals and devices.

Street lights installed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.

Temporary emergency lighting (i.e., fire, police, repair workers).

Moving vehicle lights.

Navigation lights (e.g., communications towers).

Seasonal decorations with light displays in place shall not produce nuisance glare beyond the property

boundaries.

Special situations approved by the Village of Corrales for temporary or periodic events (i.e., fairs,

fiestas, emergencies, or Village-sanctioned night-time construction).

Flagpole illumination from below shall be allowed, consisting of a single spotlight fixture projecting in

the perpendicular to the horizon, with intensity of no more than 500 lumens. Fixtures for top

illumination for flags are not restricted to 500 lumens, but shall conform to all other requirements of

this section including shielding, prohibition of light trespass, and glare.
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Submittals.

Application for building permits shall be submitted to the Village Planning and Zoning Department. If

the application includes installation of outdoor lighting fixtures, evidence of compliance with the

requirements of this Section shall be provided. The applicant shall provide the following:

Plans indicating the location, type, and height of luminaires including both building and ground-

mounted fixtures;

Description of luminaires, including lamps, poles or other supports, and shielding devices;

Ganging of individual luminaries to achieve more than allowed lumens in a specific area is

prohibited;

Photometric data, showing downward angle of light emission;

Additional information may be required by the Planning and Zoning Department in order to

determine compliance with this Section.

Requests for any lighting variance from the requirements of this section are to be submitted in writing

to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

General Standards. The following standards shall apply to all outdoor lighting which are not covered under

subsection (c) Exemptions above:

General Standard: All light fixtures, including security lighting, shall be located, aimed and shielded so

that the direct illumination from the fixture shall be confined to the property boundaries of the

source. Shields shall be constructed of material which is primarily non-reflective, non-specular, and

opaque in nature. A light fixture shall be determined to be non-compliant if the interior of the shield

directly reflects light in a manner which causes nuisance glare which exceeds the UGR Maximum

Rating Value, or light trespass. To be considered shielded, fixtures must be closed on top and mounted

such so that fixture does not allow light trespass or nuisance glare. Examples of acceptable and

unacceptable light shielding and hooding are shown on the following pages.

The hood or shield must restrict the fixture from creating nuisance glare or light trespass. The fixture

shall not allow light to escape above the horizon. Fixtures which contain reflective interiors must be

oriented such that glare from the radiant source is constrained to the property of origin.

Existing fixtures may be adapted to comply with this Section by adding a properly designed hood or

shield, or by pointing any upward-mounted, shielded fixture downward toward the ground surface. All

fixtures shall constrain all nuisance glare to the property of origin.

Any light falling onto adjacent property or streets that results in nuisance glare or disabling glare, or

exceeds the UGRs Maximum Value, shall not be permitted. Light trespass beyond property boundaries

or above the horizontal plane shall be considered non-compliant.

Any lighting fixtures shall be designed, installed, located and maintained such that glare onto other

properties or streets shall be eliminated and all direct illumination kept within the boundaries of the

property of origin.

Accent or landscape lighting shall be directed onto foliage or objects and not skyward or onto adjacent

properties. Direct light emissions shall not be visible above the roofline or beyond the building edge.
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Spotlighting on landscaping and foliage shall be limited to 500 lumens output. The lamp shall be shielded and not

create disabling or nuisance glare or exceed the UGRs Maximum Value.

Rotating, flashing, moving or stationary beacons of light used for advertising purposes or public events

are prohibited.

Exterior light fixtures shall be limited to fifteen (15) feet in height from grade.

Where exterior lighting is used for security purposes or to illuminate walkways, entrances, driveways,

equipment yards and parking lots, outdoor shielded lights shall be used.

This section shall be enforced on the basis of a formal complaint in writing with the Planning and

Zoning Department.

UGRs measurements of a fixture shall be recorded from a point of observation which is at the

boundary of the property of origin of the light source.

Enforcement and Penalties for Violation.

It shall be unlawful to install or operate a light fixture in violation of this section. Any person violating

any provisions of this section shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. Each and every day during which

the illegal use continues after notification shall be considered a separate offense. Continued

installation of non-compliant fixtures after notification shall be determined to be an additional offense

per fixture.

This Section shall be enforced when the Planning and Zoning Administrator or Village-designated

personnel determines a violation has occurred or when any citizen makes a complaint in writing to the

Village and investigation by the Village determines that there is a violation of this section. The Planning

and Zoning Administrator or Village-designated code enforcement officer will contact the owner,

tenant, agent, or person in charge of the premises where the violation has occurred and notify them of

the violation in writing.

History: Ord. No. 192, § 8-1-18, adopted 11-13-89; Ord. No. 06-02, adopted 5-23-06; Ord. No. 09-005, adopted 5-19-

09; Ord. No. 13-003, adopted 3-26-13; Ord. No. 18-004 , adopted 8-8-18; Ord. No. 22-01 , adopted 3-22-22.
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